
Chère Nicole Présidente, chers Membres et amis de Mala, 

Bonjour à tous. 

Je m'appelle Annamalai. Je suis originaire d'un petit village près de Bangalore, au Nord-Ouest du Tamil Nadu. Je suis 

marié et j'ai 3 enfants : Sophie qui a 10 ans, Sanjay 8 ans et Niveditha 6 ans. 

Before to be in Mala family je travaillais depuis 14 ans comme maître d'hôtel dans un restaurant français de 

Pondicherry. The restaurant was just next to Thierry's appartment, so we know each other for a long time. That is why 

Thierry proposed me to become the Manager of the Gandhiji School, but at that time the school was not yet existing, Il 

y avait seulement le terrain… 

After taking the time to think properly with my wife I accepted the proposal. 

Bien sûr j'avais une bonne expérience en food et en staff management  mais aucune expérience dans une école…! 

As soon as I started I realised that I like very much this post. Pour moi, être Manager de la Gandhiji School ce n'est pas 

un travail, c'est vraiment ma vie. Je ne suis pas professeur, my responsability is to make sure that the school is going 

well according to Mala' spirit. I am in charge of appointing the staffs, paying the salaries, buying the food, uniforms, 

books and material, organizing the transportation when there is an excursion. 

I also help the teachers for all informatics matters but now they call me only when there is a problem, they can manage 

almost by themselves…  

Comme Raveen a expliqué je donne 2 cours de Français aux grands élèves chaque semaine. J'aime bien être avec les 

enfants. 

Yes it is me who started volley-ball in the school. You know they are champions in sub-junior category for all the 70 

schools of Pondy zone 1…! Girls and boys ! Naturellement I feel very proud of them !! Je suis très fier….  

 

Les students de la Gandhiji School sont des enfants de familles très pauvres. Majority of them live in simple huts. I very 

well understand their situation because I am also coming from a poor family. One of my aunties put me in a boarding 

school for poor students, It was in Chennai. During all those years, from 6 to 17 years old I was sponsored by an 

unknowned person, I never met him, I never know his name. But I was feeling strong because somebody was taking 

care of me.  

When you sponsor a child, you cannot imagine how important it is for him. In GS the names of the sponsors are printed 

on the ID cards and each student knows the name by heart. Ils connaissent votre nom par coeur…  

Thanks to all of you we did a tremendous work in only 4 years. We try to be a model for other schools, an example of 

good education, une école pilote… We do our best to open the eyes of students and teachers on the World, For them 

it is an extraordinary jump, they all come from small villages. If we give them the same chances as rich students they 

can also succeed.  

One day you should see our school. The students are happy but at the same time they know when discipline is needed. 

L'école c'est leur vraie maison, and even myself sometimes I'm wondering if it is not the same for me…  

Au mois de juin our 24 students of 8th std (it is Puvi and Raveen's class) will be in 9th std, and after that they will be 

only one year with us… At the same time in June we start the 2 pre-primary classes, it means 75 new students and lots 

of work, …Beaucoup de travail !  

Vous savez, c'est la première fois que je voyage en Europe ! I learnt so many things in Belgium, I met so many nice 

people, we were welcome in so many places thanks to your organization and your generosity. Now I know Belgian 

people better, des gens très sympathiques, Now I know the Mala Family better.  

Merci, merci beaucoup à tous de me donner cette chance. 


